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One of the most difficult tasks in interpretation whether teaching in the classroom or
performing on the job is to interpret a long segment of discourse in the consecutive mode.
What as an instructor of interpretation should we be teaching our students to help them cope
with this most demanding task? This paper analyses interpreter’s notes in an attempt to
substantiate this author’s claim that our students need to learn to listen to the source text
analytically with a particular focus on its textual structure before they become able to better
understand and retain messages that are long enough to exceed the immedediate limit of our

short-term memory.
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