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H ow does the professional interpreter go about choosing the “best” translation

equivalent in the target language? This article, focusing on the interpretation of
English into Japanese, approaches this fundamental question from both theoretical and
practical points of view. We attempt to show an underlying mechanism behind the
process of selecting translation equivalents (i.e. Japanese expressions) within the
theoretical framework of cognitive semantics. Contrary to a widely-held belief,
frequently occurring basic words are more difficult than so-called “difficult (technical)
words” since the choice of the translation equivalent for a basic word is based on the
context in which it is used. Experienced interpreters tend to rely on their instinct in
choosing the right translation equivalent, but it is our claim that their instinct should be
supported on theoretical grounds. In this paper, we analyze texts drawn from actual
interpretation scenes, and discuss the results from a theoretical perspective. We also
suggest that the proposed framework has some pedagogical implications for both

interpretation/ translation education and English education.
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SL TL

“disambiguation”

TL

SL
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head

head
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SL
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Heads or tails?

kind kind

2003
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1990

1996

1996
1998
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keep
keep
hold

Hold the door open.

hold keep

a pen, a baby, a party, the line, your tongue

ex. hold
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5.1
5.5.1 take
(1) What does it take to get my name back?

(2) Now I heard that your show is going to be taken off the air.

(38) Take it or leave it.

(4) Politics doesn’t take weekends off, and neither do we.

5.1.2 hold
(5) The New York Stock Exchange will hold two minutes of silence tomorrow
morning at 9:30, delaying the opening bell.
9 2

(6) It's clear that Iraq will top the agenda for the G8 Summit, whatever the debate
for the future holds.
G8

(7) Investors held back from placing orders today.
hold back

[ ] The Martha Stewart and Enron trials are on hold.

5.2
5.2.1 paper
(8) It's baffling how exam papers like these kept under strict lock and key would

have ended up circulating on the streets of London.

20



©)

(10)

5.2.2
(11)

(12)

5.2.3
(13)

5.2.4

(19)

(20)

(21)

He left a paper trail.

Show me your papers.

way

We have no way of knowing.

in a big way

interest

interest payment on bonds

I read your letter with great interest.

She is very interested in NBA.

NBA NBA

Put interest of the American people first.

That agreement is to our national interest.

a person of interest

security

security in retirement

security check at the airport

US-Japan Security Treaty

In Middle East peace talks, Israel focused on the issue of security.

a securities company
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(24) Exam papers are kept under tight security.

5.3

5.3.1 good

(25) My good friend Condoleezza Rice usually agrees with me.

(26) There will always be good jobs for good candidates with good qualifications.
(27) I'm in good shape.

(28) It looks good on you.

(29) It's too good to be true.

(30) She did a good job.

(31) Good grief.

(32) Despite all the talk, Democrats are saying little about who will pay to help

Americans secure good care.

(33) A man wanted for questioning in the California baby food scare says he needs a

good lawyer.

6.1

22



break break <
> The cat broke the vase. His words broke

her heart.

break [past] (the cat, the vase)
break [past] (his words, her heart)

2
5.5.1 take take
< > 1
HAVE HAVE
take A
B C 3
take
3
1 take
take HAVE 72 < N
E p. 1694
A
take A from B, take A out of B from
out of take
They took a bag from her hand. She has taken most
of the money out of my bank account. A

She took her elegance from her mother.

23
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take ...

(2) your show is going to be taken off the air
off the air on the air
on/ off
the air < the air >
off take
take ... off the air “air”
4) Politics doesn’t take weekends off
take...off off
take your coat off take your coat off (your body)
take off your coat  weekends
take 3 B
HAVE
take A to B He took his pen and started writing.

off

Will this bus take me to the museum? The nurse took

him his lunch on a tray.

C

HAVE

I don’t take bribes. / Why don’t you

take some cough medicine? / I can’t take your singing any more. / Let’s take a break. /

It took me two hours to read the novel.

(3) Take it or leave it.

take
it

24



Take it or leave it. take it
take it
it take
leave <
>
take leave
(1) What does it take to get my name back?
to get my name back
take
take
take
take over The new
teacher took over Mr. Wilson’s class. A big French company has taken over our firm.
take
over over <
>
4 ) take over
< >
5.1.2 hold hold <

25
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2 hold
< >
X
hold
hold
hold the bag / hold a baby / hold your hand
/ hold an idea / hold a meeting / hold
the record / hold the line / hold the door open
/ Hold your tongue. / He can hold his liquor
/ hold on a second / hold back tears
/ hold up a rifle / hold on to the rope
E pp- 785-787
hold
2
5.1.2 (%) hold two minutes of silence
2 hold
hold
hold a party

26



(6) whatever the debate for the future holds

hold

hold
hold back, hold on, hold on to

hold a baby

hold back

(7) held back from placing orders

hold back
from hold back
hold SELF back
from doing
Hold on.
on hold on
hold on on duty
go on and on
hold on
hold
hold on to to
(to) (on) (hold)
hold on to the rope
on hold hold on
(7) ...trials are on hold

He was put on hold for three minutes.

hold

27
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6.2
4
5
1
the head of a hammer
the mouth of a volcano
the heart of the matter
the key to a happy marriage
<A B >
1996
She has an eye for contemporary art. have an eye for

an eye

take...off the air

28



air

get my name back

get back
(my) name
2
angry eyes
near-sighted eyes
Lakoff 1987
1996 I like reading Heidegger. = Heidegger
like reading
Panther, Klaus Uwe and Giinter Radden (eds.) 1999
Peter Kosh
3
action
action
SOCIAL — < > - WARFARE
! LAW
PERSONAL

29
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The time has come for action. / soldiers killed in action
/ acivil action / a graceful action
E pp.18-19
521 paper
1988
paper
— < > -
a daily paper / mark a paper / important papers / He
published a paper on language and mind.
E p. 1187
(8) exam papers papers
exam
(exam) papers
It's baffling... would have ended up circulating
9) a paper trail.
paper money a paper trail
paper
(10) Show me your papers.

paper

paper
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paper a paper (papers)

glass a glass
glasses
an apple 1 apple
time
agent
president
agent
president
way way road
street way
way
way
way < >
way < >

You are in my way. physical — [
Do it this way. procedural

It’s true in a way. conceptual

] — Come this way. / It's a long way.
cf. It’s way too early to tell. ( )

E p.1879
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action paper way
way
paper
522 (11)  We have no way of knowing.
way
one’s way of life
way
(12)  in a big way
advertise a new
product in a big way
4
pass
pass < >
< >
< >
< > [ ]
The bomber made a pass over the city. the action of passing
Ken got a pass in math. the action of passing; abstract
a free pass a means to make possible the action of passing
E p-1196-1199
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>
interest
interest < >
interest X, Y X Y
X Y
Y X
interest | INTEREST X,Y — X]interest[Y]
[X —human Y human] « focusing
<Y >
<X >
Do you have any special interest in Jazz? / She has wide
interests. / places of interest — /
American interests are threatened in the region.
/ annual interest
E pp-861-862
5.2.3 (13) interest payment  payment
interest
(16) interest of the American people  (17)  our national

interest
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(18)  a person of interest

places of interest

X
(14) I read your

letter with great interest.

interest with < >
security
security | — secure
secure < >
security < >
L)

Security is the greatest enemy. / Religion gave him a sense of security.

°

live in security / He guaranteed our security.

° .. () <against/from> ----- [ ]
security against [from] theft / Is there any security against [from] nuclear weapons?
. [

Call security!

. [ .

security for a loan / He borrowed the money on the security of his house.

o ( securities )

government securities

E p.1478
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security

against/from

securities

524 (19) security in retirement

(20) security check

(21)  US-Japan Security Treaty

(22) the issue of security

(23)  a securities company securities security

(24) Exam papers are kept under tight security.

security

6.4

53.1 good
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good
< >
good < >

I
be in good health
The woman was good to me.
What a good boy!
He is a good cook.

II
a good watch
good medicine for hay fever
This coffee is good!

111
Your good deed will be rewarded someday.
a good speech
My test scores are better than last time.
That’s a good idea.

v
I had a very good time at the party.
It's good to learn something new.

A%
He has a good stock of knowledge.
My mother gave me a good scolding.

E pp. 708-709
\Y
5.3 (25) my good friend
(33) a good lawyer (26) good candidates

good

36



(26) good qualifications (32) good care
(27) (be) in good shape
(28) It looks good on you.
(29) It's too good to be true.

(26)  good jobs (30)  agoodjob
1)
Good grief! grief
My mother gave me a good scolding.
good
SL TL

He is a good cook. SL
TL
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3
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REE I
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