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oth investigations and trials depend greatly on a series or accumulations of
B words. When an investigating organization such as the police arrest a foreigner,
the first difficulty they have to face is the language barrier. In particular, the procedure
of physical restraint or of imposing a penalty is accompanied by a risk of human rights
abuses, such as arresting the wrong person or false charges. Therefore foreigners must be
investigated and/or tried fairly in the language that they can understand.

The interpreter’s role is to remove this language barrier. At the investigation stage, a
lot of time is spent for interrogation through an interpreter. In addition, unexpected
incidents may occur during interrogation due to differences in manners or culture,
which can cause troubles. Because all the words interpreted or translated by the
interpreters in court will become evidence, accuracy is strictly required of the court
interpreters. Therefore not only language proficiency but also knowledge about criminal
procedures and the trial system are required of interpreters during investigation and in
court. In future, the roles and responsibilities of court interpreters will further be emphasized
with the introduction of citizen based judgments, implementation of summary trial

procedures or the introduction of defense by court-appointed lawyers for suspects.
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