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The number of foreigners in Japan has been increasing steadily and they now constitute over 1.6 % of
the population. Many of them lack fluency in the Japanese language and need interpreters to interact
with providers of medical, legal, and administrative services. The present study focuses on issues faced
by medical interpreters. Nineteen medical interpreters were interviewed in depth, and this paper
considers how they perceive themselves in terms of status, roles, and motivations. Their self-reported
data indicate that (1) medical interpreters have an ambiguous and uneasy status, somewhere between
being professional and volunteer, (2) their role goes beyond a language mediator at medical setting;
they find themselves advising patients and helping them to negotiate the social service bureaucracy,
etc., and (3) medical interpreters feel that their financial compensation is not commensurate with the
responsibility of their position, and they perform their work always to some degree in the spirit of

volunteering.
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BL-Z ExZFT, IE COBEREBUIPIMECIEMM: 2 —miciE 2 TV 5 & HEEIRNT
Y% %, ”...the practice of interpreting is socially situated” (p. 24) & iR, RO HHZEIIC
BEINDLIAI 2= —2a rOHO—2ThY, £, BREZEZ 5 LITEREZ LS
MEEETHSIERTHD LW IR ZHRIT D, FRFIC, EROBIRIFIEIZIX. o &
DEHECRIT TN &, EBRIBEO 7B RCOREERYTOENTWEZZ L, FITEE
BRED IR L SNTWZZ &, AT 2=7—3 3 VOREMARE L TN Z LR
KRERMEZ LML, MNEE SNDEROIED HiX, TOBRIZL > TYREDL-TL D
T2 L OBRITSI TR, B & W D GORBRMEIC B 2101 &2 25700, St s 2
720 BEESLERR O U LN ERT, ERE EBENRGELZEL T, BE ORISR
(2B 28D TRR R TFROLD B 23 2525+ 2 DN EFRERE TH D, KA ¥
Ea—0fEN 2B TRA TS 201E, FSCIDOEIREROGZORHMETHLEFE XX
Do

7. BHYIC
K ClX, EFERE~DA VX Ba—%b Ll TONY, %E ., SEOBLEIG, Bl
WAEZBE LI, 4% Ea—x5HIX, MD@”ﬁ%T&ékwﬁyk#%rﬁ ij%&
ERCERRE Th D AREMEDRE N2 S IIBE DR, A v B a—EHEE THRIAT > @R E
B, BHANIZITE [#Hz) OEFRNEEEL T DL AREELB oD, 20X 57
FRIUIH 27, BiREBEFOFED 2 LT, HEOBRICHT oM E Mot L o7z 2
LIIFEREND D, Stk EFENAEABOEIN TR IND AAES T, HE~OERYT—
EA, ZIUCHE D SREOMBEN I 2 EEIZ /25 T< 5 2 L3 EBICEE< 7oy, BARIZBWT
EREZI LIZER EBEOSLVID 27 —& & U EREF e el elc e dud, L0 B3
%#OﬁﬁﬁE%Lﬁ%g@%m%EﬁLﬁﬁﬁﬁ@*%&ﬁé@fiﬁ%ﬁ55ﬂo

k/NGmIZ. 2008 4FED B ALREEFITEIRI S FITRARICB T 2 DEEREONRFIELE N, iH
XELTELEDELDTHD,

(Et5%]

A VB2 —OFRTIE FEHFREFNEINEANSLSIELS ) Y — A0 (MIC 2372530) | 1
ZRI2D TR TeiEWe, £, EREREOFIITEERRMZENTA VX B a—1T6
CTWeitWe, 2 OBRED T 2D IZRE L i/ Lic DREBEITRLAT, 22T
FLLT, ESHHLE L BT 5,

93



FEFREIRRAFZE] No.8  (2008)

BRI - BPETE T (NADAMITSU, Yoko) AR K ZE U Sk U4 R #0%,  University of

Oklahoma {ZC Ph.D.HUfH, WFEfEITERSUba 2= —a v, @GR, BRI a=F
—Yay, BIOMXIZ, [EHEDNYy Rea—RAT V7 « ARTTU—ICONTO—BELE : i
BEEHE ORI EL L) (AC—F - ala=r—T 3 UH%E] 175, 2004 : 51-70), [+
SMEFRVE LTI 2= —va VIFRICEZ D EBIZONWTO—BE : FiEkmaeThe L
T (TRRIESERETSCFAMTZE] 55 10 5, 2006 : 133-147), TFIEEFE@RA O BE BBk & ~ — )Lk
IZHOWT BYbaia=r—va rofffr AL LTOMENTFEZzPLE LT (ta—v -
a3 o= —Ta UARGED 535 B, 2007 1 77-92) 72 ERH D, HAEE : yokonadal 2@ybb.ne.jp

63

1) EREREIIROEY . @ERE#D (10 4FLL b, BRTA NERA) . ERE #2 2 FRE,
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FH12 SHERE) ., BREFI3 GERE, Fri@id) ., BiRE#14 GHER/RE) . BRE
B15 (VAR | @ARA #16 (1 AR | @ARE #17 (5 AR | @R 718 (4 2L,
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3) Z®=a—7 171X opencoding, axial coding, selective coding ™ 3 B¢fZ/31F 5415, Open
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DIEETH D, ZORRTIE, A F Ea— T —Z ZRANC HLBRE L7 0T L7awy,
HLETH, DU EDDT—HZFEL TV, Axialcoding (2725 L, KA H Ea2—
T=H L, BHOA U F 2 =TT LSS E LD eifR e b OICEE LT
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