[ 5m 2 5 JAITS

ANEE BIRODAZ 25— Va3V B R — %A R RBROERN—

b=T11

FE B : A Communication Accommodation Hypothesis for Interpretation
Based on Cases of English-Japanese Consecutive Interpretation

IREME - FWERKZ - KZER ERBEEEZHEN
EFR1I2Zr-YavE R B R HARE

IR A HTIGEF

MXEBEERR - RBEF.BIEX. HEH. FHRR. BZBIEF. REARETF

IRHEEFH: 2010 F 11 A

BAFZEA B (ERII2Zr—Yav)

RXEE
This study was designed to examine interpreters’ intentional deviations from the original
speech, from perspectives of communication accommodation. Two surveys were conducted.

First, three professional interpreters were asked to conduct consecutive interpretation and
their interpretations were compared with the original speech to find out seemingly intentional
deviations. The results suggest the interpreters use interpretability strategies more than the
original speaker to improve clarity of the message as well as inter-relational strategies to
influence communicators’ personal feelings and attitude toward each other.

Second, semi-structured interviews were given to the three professional interpreters to
investigate the reasons for making intentional deviations. The results suggest that they feel
they are allowed to make some changes to the original speech when they feel word to word
translation would make listeners of a different language fail to understand or completely
misunderstand the original message. Interpreters also feel a need to improve mutual
relationships of communicators by using more markers of politeness or appropriate styles in
listeners’ language.

The study suggests that interpreters’ intentional deviation from the original speech is a
form of communication accommodation. The extent of accommodation depends on
interpreters’ recognition of the act of interpretation and their interpretation of “ideal
interpretation” standard. It depends on cultural and linguistic differences between the

speaker and the listener. It is also closely related to interpreters’ involvement in the
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participants or topics of the communication based on interpreters’ personal values or
cultural background.

In conclusion, the study proposed Communication Accommodation Hypothesis for
Interpretation, which says there are three factors involved in communication accommodation
by interpreters: interpreters’ recognition of the act of interpretation, distance perceived by
interpreters between the groups which communication participants belong to, and

interpreters’involvement in the communication.
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