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This study focuses on a translator and journalist Morita Shiken (1861-1897) who worked as a
literary translator from English to Japanese mainly in the third decade of the Meiji era Japan
(1868-1912). His views on translation, or his ideas about and his attitude towards translation,
are explored through analyses of his statements about translation in his writings such as his
magazine articles, introductions or notes to his translation works, and of his translation text
of "Hubert, The Spy" (1889) by V. Hugo. His statements and translation text are examined in
relation to a social context of that time. Polysystem theory propounded by Itamar Even-Zohar
(1978/2004, 1990a, 1990b) enables us to see a relationship between literary translations and
the social context. Based on the notion of polysystem, this study demonstrates that Morita's
views on translation, his translation text and the social context were interrelated within the

polysystem of that time.
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