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This paper explores “Phrenology” of Chambers’s Information for the People edited and 

published by W. & R. Chambers and its Japanese translation of “Kossogaku,” one of the 

volumes of Hyakkazensyo projected and published by the then education ministry of the Meiji 

government. The purpose of focusing on these texts is to discuss our modern vision toward 

others from the viewpoint of translation studies. While Japan experienced turbulent 

modernization after opening her door to the world  in the middle of the 19th century, 

phrenological mindsets prevailed in Japanese society. The translating of “Phrenology” 

greatly influenced our perspective in various ways, including literary expressions. The author 

tries to situate the translation text of “Kossogaku” together with its contemporaneous 

discourse in the context of Japan’s modernization. 
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2.  

Barbara Maria Stafford
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2.1  

1774 3

Johann Adam Kulmus

4  

5

 zenuw 

 zenuw 
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1682 2

Engelbert Kaempfer

8  nervo = zenuw = nerve

 

 

2.2  
nerve = 

 

 

…

 

The same is true of a nerve. Some species of dogs have very large nerves for smelling, 

eagles for seeing, &c. A child’s brain is smaller, and its mental power weaker, than those 

of an adult. A very small brain in an adult is the invariable sign of idiocy. […] The 

average European head is to the average Hindoo as the head of a man to a boy; hence the 

conquest and subjection of a hundred millions of the latter by thirty thousand of the 

former. 

 

nerve = brain = 

 

the brain is not single, but a cluster of organs

particular manifestations of mind are 

proportioned, in intensity and frequency of recurrence, to the size or expansion of particular 

parts of the brain  

1859 6

1888
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3  

3.1  phrenology 

 phrenology 

phrenology 18
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phrenology 11  

 phrenology 

 fMRI 

12 phrenology 

 

phrenology Johann Caspar Lavater physiognomy
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 physiognomy  

phrenology 
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Franz Joseph Gall Johann Spurzheim

27

1  

 

1  

 

phrenology 
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 phrenology 

Schädellehre craniologie  Organologie

1815 Thomas Ignatius 

Maria Forster  

phrenology 

Benjamin Rush 1805  phrenology 
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 phrenology 

George Combe

 phrenology 

1820

 phrenology 

16  phrenology 
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1828  The Constitution of Man Considered in Relation to External 

Objects 1847 8 8 The 

Pilgrim’s Progress The Life and Strange Surprising Adventures of Robinson 

Crusoe 17

Charles Robert Darwin On the Origin of Species 1859

1878 6 2

 

19

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel Isidore Auguste 

Marie François Xavier Comte Karl Heinrich Marx Herbert 

Spencer Honoré de Balzac

Edgar Allan Poe Herman Melville Gustave Flaubert

Jules Gabriel Verne Arthur Conan Doyle
18

Cesare Lombroso  phrenology 

 L'uomo delinquent

 L'uomo di genio 19 Max 

Simon Nordau  Die Entartung 20

 

 

3.2 phrenology =  

phrenology 

21 phrenology 

 

phrenology phreno  logy 

phreno 

logy phrenology 

phrenology = 

 phrenology 

 phrenology phrenology = 

 phrenology 
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Psychology  Phrenology 

 

 

 Gall 1756
1828 Phrenology 
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 phrenology 1873 6

Phrenologic, Phrenological 

Phrenologist Phrenology 

phrenology = 
23  

James Curtis Hepburn 1867

1872 phrenology 3 1886

Koss ron   n. Phrenology Phrenology, n. 

Koss ron 1881 Phrenology 

1912 Phrenology Ger. Phrenologie, Fr. phrénolgie

1884

Osteology,  osteology 

1886 19 1889-91
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4  

4.1  

19

William Chambers Robert 

Chambers  

Chambers’s Information for the People  1859

 On the Origin of Species 
26 1844

 John Churchill Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation

12 1884

 creation

natural history  vestiges

 

 Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation  

27

Florence Nightingale

 

 

4.2  

 Chambers’s Information for the People  

 PHRENOLOGY 

1876 9

PRINCIPLES OF PHRENOLOGY 35
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28  

 

 

 

PHRENOLOGY is a Greek compound, signifying a discourse on the mind. The system 

which exclusively passes by this name was founded by Dr Francis Joseph Gall, a 

German physician, born in 1757. Dr Gall was led, when a school-boy, to surmise a 

connection of particular mental faculties with particular parts of the brain, in 

consequence of observing a marked prominence in the eyes of a companion who always 

overmatched him in committing words to memory. Finding the same conformation in 

others noted for the same talent, he reflected that it was possible that other talents might 

be accompanied by external marks, and that dispositions might also be so indicated. He 

devoted himself to observing marked features of character; and on examining the heads, 

was struck with differences in their forms, there being prominences and hollows in some 

not found in others, with corresponding variations of character in the individuals.  

 

PHRENOLOGY is a Greek compound, signifying a discourse on the mind.

PHRENOLOGY 

a discourse on the mind

phrenology = 

 

phrenology = 

 

particular parts of the brain

a connection of 
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particular mental faculties with particular parts of the brain

external marks talents

prominences and hollows

 phrenology 

 

George Combe Andrew Combe

 “Dr Gall never took any particular step for 

making phrenology known in our island” 

phrenology =  

phrenology = 

 phrenology 

phrenology = 

 

 

4.3  

1876 9 John Seely Hart

Th. J. van Kasteel 29

 XXIII. 

PHRENOLOGY  

Douwe Lubach 1866
30  

1900-01
31

 Franz Joseph Gall 

 Organologie 
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Organologie 

phrenology  

 

4.4  

1842 13

1862 2

1869

2 1874 7

1876 9

1890 23 1892 25 1903

36 32  

1869 2
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phrenology = 
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5.1  
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1885-86

Ernest Francisco Fenollosa
35

artistic novel
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1886

40 1887-89
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5.2  

42 1900 33 5

33 6 11
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6.  

6.1  

1871

1872-76
44
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Phrenologie

1757 1828

46  

 

1910 43 2
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47

 

 A System of 

Phrenology 1918
48

49

3 1800

9
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phrenology = 

 

 

6.2  

19

Franz Anton Mesmer animal magnetism

51  

Janet Oppenheim

52
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7.  

phrenology 

phrenology

Chambers’s Information for the People

phrenology = 

 

 

phrenology = 
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  PRINCIPLES OF PHRENOLOGY. 
  

PRIMITIVE FACULTIES OF MIND, AS CONNECTED WITH THEIR ORGANS IN 
THE BRAIN. 

   DIVISION OR CLASSIFICATION OF THE FACULTIES. 
  ORDER FIRST. – FEELINGS. 
  GENUS I. – PROPENSITIES. 

  No. 1. – Amativeness. 
 No. 2. – Philoprogenitiveness. 

 No. 3. – Inhabitiveness – Concentrativeness. 
  No. 4. – Adhesiveness. 
  No. 5. – Combativeness. 

 No. 6. – Destructiveness. 
  No. 7. – Secretiveness. 

  No. 8. – Acquisitiveness. 
  No. 9. – Constructiveness. 

  GENUS II. – SENTIMENTS. 
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I. SENTIMENTS COMMON TO MAN AND THE LOWER ANIMALS.  

   No. 10. – Self-esteem. 
  No. 11. – Love of Approbation. 

 No. 12. – Cautiousness. 
  

II. SUPERIOR SENTIMENTS, PROPER TO MAN. 
  No. 13. – Benevolence. 

  No. 14. – Veneration. 
  No. 15. – Firmness. 

 No. 16. – Conscientiousness. 
  No. 17. – Hope. 
  No. 18. – Wonder. 
  No. 19. – Ideality. 
  No. 20. – Wit, or the Ludicrous. 
  No. 21. – Imitation. 

  ORDER SECOND. – INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES. 
  GENUS I. – EXTERNAL SENSES. 

 
GENUS II. – INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES, WHICH PROCURE KNOWLEDGE OF 
EXTERNAL OBJECTS, OF THEIR PHYSICAL QUALITIES, AND VARIOUS 
RELATIONS. 

  No. 22. – Individuality. 
  No. 23. – Form. 
  No. 24. – Size. 
  No. 25. – Weight. 
  No. 26. – Colouring. 
  No. 27. – Locality. 

   No. 28. – Number. 
  No. 29. – Order. 

   No. 30. – Eventuality. 
  No. 31. – Time. 
  No. 32. – Tune. 
  No. 33. – Language. 

 
Internal Excitement of the Knowing Organs – Spectral Illusions. 

  GENUS III. – REFLECTIVE FACULTIES. 
  No. 34. – Comparison. 
  No. 35. – Causality. 

 
Adaptation of the External World to the Internal Faculties of Man.  

 
Relation between the Functions and the Structure of the Brain.  

 
Natural Language of the Faculties, or Pathognomical and Physiognomical Expression.  

  
The Organs arranged in Groups. 

 
CONTINUATION OF PHRENOLOGY AS A COMPLETE PHILOSOPHY OF MIND.  
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