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This article explores the relationship between two professional groups involved in interpreter-
mediated criminal trials, namely the court interpreter and the legal practitioners. Drawing from
the interviews I conducted with fifteen Japanese-English court interpreters working in Japan, 1
will present the interpreters’ perspective on this relationship. The interviews will argue that
improving communication between the two groups is indispensable to secure a fair and
meaningful provision of interpreting and translation services to non-Japanese speaking
defendants. Further, the article will also tackle the issue of “user education” and the notion of

“collective responsibility,” which have been given little attention in Japan to date.’
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